
  

Coming Next Fall: ALTI 

We are excited to 
announce that next fall, we 
will begin a new program 
aimed at training Christians 
for leadership in their 
workplace, community, 
and the local church.  The 
Areopagus Leadership 
Training Initiative (ALTI) will 
combine biblical-
theological teaching, 
leadership training, and 
practical opportunities to 
lead in a variety of settings 
on campus, in the 
community, and through 
the local church. We 
believe that orthodoxy 
(right beliefs) and 
orthopraxy (right practice) 
lead to doxological living 
(lives of praise).  More info 
about this program can be 
found at www.isu-
areopagus.org/alti.  
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I took a sip of coffee and listened as Ruben described the situation back home in 
the Netherlands: 

“Many young people no longer attend church in my hometown.  It can be 
difficult to find other students to connect with. I wish more of my peers followed 
God.” 

An engineering student from the Rotterdam area, Ruben spent the fall studying at 
Iowa State. During his short time here, he became a part of Trinity CRC and our 
campus ministry Bible study for international students.  Each week we would meet 
to study Mark’s gospel, play ping-pong, and discuss the relationship between the 
church and culture. In addition to the Bible study, Ruben connected with other 
university students each Sunday at Trinity.  When he left, Ruben thanked me for the 
time we’d spent together, “Thanks again for all the effort you have put into the Bible 
studies and helping me to know God better.” 
 
A month ago, I gathered with a group of men to pray for a graduate student from the 
Middle East who, since coming to Ames a year ago, has trusted in Christ and is 
now suffering for His Savior. He and his wife are separated, and his father has 
disowned him.  That night we rejoiced in God’s grace in this student’s life—grace 
that not only drew him to faith, but is more than sufficient to sustain him in his 
suffering—and asked God to do a similar work in his wife and father, and many of 
the other Middle Eastern students at ISU. 
 

Each Wednesday, I meet with a Chinese student, Minxian, who recently 
finished graduate school and began working in Ames.  We have grown to be 
good friends, and spend a significant amount of time discussing the Bible, and 
the person and work of Jesus. Minxian is searching for truth, and desires to 
know more about Christianity. The impact of his involvement in dinner and 
discussion, as well as our meetings, was made evident to me in a recent email 
about his experience: 

I knew Tyler two years ago. Since then, we became good friends. Tyler helps me 
know God from 0 to 1, which is a great breakthrough for me about the faith. It [the 
dinner/discussion group] lets us feel loved as international students in U.S. I will 
forever remember what they do for us and pass the love/help on to other people as 
well. 

Serving our Triune God at the university provides a tremendous opportunity to 
reach the nations with the grace and truth of Jesus Christ, both in word and deed. 
Please continue to pray with me for students like Ruben and our Middle Eastern 
brother, that they would grow strong in their faith, and for Minxian, that God would 
open his eyes to both the truth of, and his need for, the hope that is found in Christ.  

FOR MORE INFO: 
E: director@isu-areopagus.org 
P: 515.518.6072 
W: www.isu-areopagus.org 


