
School & the busy months ahead...    August 2011
Classes started this week at Iowa State and though we are only four days in, it is apparent that 

this will be a busy semester for everyone.  After helping me get our house in order, Erin took off to her 
third year of Veterinary School on Monday wishing there was still some summer left.  This was a signal 
to me that my household duties are ramping up as Erin studies diligently each night.  Please pray that 
the students will have energy and motivation as the school year starts and that I will have the energy to 
keep up with what happens here and at home.

Reflecting and Looking forward
As I look back at the summer months, we were able to do 

a lot of cool things with the short time we had.  Studying Hosea 
stretched us to think about books of the Bible and issues that we 
do not encounter in our daily devotions.  Food at First has been 
our most active service opportunity thus far, and we are looking 
forward to expanding our service there.  A couple weeks ago 
several of us helped Food at First process over 4000 ears of corn 

that were donated by a local 
farmer.  This proved to be a 
long, but good, day.  We met 
lots of new people and made some connections for future service 
with Food at First.  The photos are from this event.

A couple of events coming up on us quickly are the Skunk 
River Navy and the Veritas Forum.  The Skunk River Navy was 
created by a Biology professor at Iowa State.  For over ten years, he 
has been taking his first year Biology students out on the Skunk 
River with canoes and filling them full of trash from the river.  They 

also do water quality tests for the Department of Natural Resources.  On September 17 and 24 we are 
partnering with them in this activity.  Through doing this we express our belief that God cares about 
creation, and we are called to care also.  Please pray that this will be a witness to those at the University 
who believe otherwise about God, and about Christians.   On September 22 & 23 we are privileged to 
be one of many sponsors for the Veritas Forum.  Mary Poplin is our speaker this year and is coming to 
speak to the Iowa State Campus about her experience with Mother Teresa and the challenges of being a 
Christian faculty member at a non-Christian universty.  Please pray that these events, while strikingly 
different, will prove beneficial for those involved.
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