
Getting Started           June-July 2011
As we begin to get things up and running with Areopagus it often 
feels like there are more things to do than can be done at one time. 
My first few weeks on the job were interesting in several ways. 
Probably the most frustrating of these was the fact that I did not 
have a permanent place to live until June 18—I started June 1. 
My first few days were spent in Pastor Tom Niehof's basement. 
After that I was able to line up a temporary stay in Old Orchard 
trailer park until the current tenants in our permanent rental 
moved out.  On top of this, my wonderful wife has been tending 
to life and school duties and has not been with me in Ames much 
of the time.  Needless to say, living alone in an empty trailer is not 
ideal, but I was blessed to have a place to stay, and many great 
people from Trinity CRC who had me over for supper and made 
sure that I did not have a chance to be too lonely.  

New faces and places made for another interesting part of the beginning of my work here. 
While I recognized a few people in Trinity's congregation, most, I did not.  Thankfully, since that time I 
have had the pleasure of serving and fellowshiping with many of them and great relationships have 
developed.  

A bible study has started this summer for those who are 
here.  Our group is made up primarily of graduate students, but 
we are blessed by the presence of several Dordt College 
students who are working in Ames for the summer.  We are 
studying the book of Hosea.  Each time we meet we are 
challenged by God's faithfulness and the passion with which he 
loves his people.  Hosea pushes us to live out our love for God 
with great vigor each day.

We are starting to Volunteer at the local food pantry/soup kitchen.  This is facilitated by the First 
United Methodist Church in Ames, and anyone is welcome to volunteer.  They offer a meal every night 
of the week, and a food pantry twice a week.  Food is gleaned from local grocery stores, and various 
other sources, and then used for the food pantry and the daily meals.  We are currently picking up food 
from the Plant a Row for the Hungry program every Monday through the end of September. 

Upcoming Events:
Bible Study—Tuesday Evenings
Bible Study wrapup picnic—TBD 
Student Welcome Luncheon—August 21
Veritas Forum—September 22,23
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