
	  
Article 12 and Seeking the Good of the University 
Written By: Tyler Helfers 
14 November 2014 
 
Article 12 of the Belgic Confession is a declaration of the creative work of God. 
He has made the heavens and the earth and all creatures from nothing, by the 
Word, Jesus Christ.   And he created all things according to his good pleasure for 
the purpose of glorifying his name through their varied forms and service. 
Further on, Article 12 states: 
 

Even now 
God also sustains and governs them all, 
according to his eternal providence 
and by his infinite power, 
that they may serve humanity, 
in order that humanity may serve God. 

 
God providentially sustains and orders all things even to this day.  How? By his 
infinite power through many and various means. And why? So that all things may 
serve humanity, so that humanity may serve God.  By way of human flourishing, 
man is meant to recognize and rejoice in the Lord God and live to the glory of his 
name. Therefore, just as God sovereignly rules, directing history–institutions, 
events, and individuals–for the good of man and the glory of his name, 
Christians, too, should be about serving the good of man and directing him to our 
good and gracious Father in heaven. 
 
The intersection with the university comes at two places: the free speech zone 
and the Government of the Student Body (GSB) meeting room. 
 
In the free speech zone, we often find street preachers denouncing sin and 
pronouncing judgment upon students as they make their way from place to place. 
Their proclamations are met with apathy, cynicism, and disgust.  Likewise, 
students groups pander to the student body, hoping to attract them to their next 
event, or engage with passersby in cold conversations on the truth of their point-
of-view. 



And while there may be a place for some of these things, I wonder if they’re truly 
serving to bring about a faithful witness to the reality and power of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.   Furthermore, is this the best way to bring about human 
flourishing and, specifically, the betterment of the university? 
 
This leads to another space, the one in which the GSB meets.  Their mission: We 
serve students and improve the student experience through advocacy and 
empowerment. 
 
The GSB is actively engaged with the university administration, the city of Ames, 
and at all levels of government (including having an ex-officio liaison to the Ames 
City Council).  In all of this, the GSB’s goal is to bring about improvements to the 
lives of all those connected to Iowa State University. 
 
This seems, in my estimation, a great place for Christians to serve.  It is a great 
place for Reformed believers to promote the dignity and worth of all human 
persons, the necessity of caring for the earth, and improving the academic 
environment–all things that are near and dear to our tradition.  Not only this, but 
what a positive way for Christians to witness for Christ in reflecting the character 
and values of God in such service to others! 
 
Areopagus Campus Ministry (and others like it) can have an influence on 
campus, and, yet, this influence is minimal in comparison to that which the GSB 
is capable of having in bringing about institutional change.  And its for this reason 
that I challenge my brothers and sisters in Christ at ISU to get involved with the 
student government. 
 
Kuyper, in his, Lectures on Calvinism, echoes the Apostle Paul (Rom. 13:1-7) 
and Article 12 of the Belgic Confession, explaining that one of the instituted 
means of sustaining and governing all things in a fallen world is the civil 
magistrate.  This is another expression of the common grace of God towards all 
mankind, and serves in drawing man to himself.  In a similar way, organizations 
like the GSB provide a voice for students, and a route for affecting change at the 
university. For its good, the glory of God, and as a part of calling some to faith in 
Christ. 
 



Perhaps its time to consider anew the words of the Apostle Peter: 
 

Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. 

 
How will people see you, your deeds, and, more importantly, will they see the 
glory and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in and through them? 
 


