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With Halloween coming in just a couple days, I thought it appropriate to discuss 
an oft neglected (and frequently scorned) genre: the horror film.  And in 
particular, John Carpenter’s Halloween. 
 
I remember the year that my parents let me watch Halloween for the first time.  It 
was an exhilarating and terrifying experience for me as a child–especially 
considering that I grew up in small-town Illinois, which was eerily similar to the 
town (Haddonfield) in which Michael Myers (the Shape) would have stalked his 
victims–but one I will always remember, and quite fondly. 
 
The story is a simple one: A young boy murders his sister and is institutionalized. 
Fifteen years pass by without issue, but on October 30, 1978, Michael Myers 
escapes.  He returns to Haddonfield (his hometown), pursued by the Van Helsing 
like Dr. Loomis, and sets out on a plan to stalk and kill three hapless teenage 
girls to whom it seems he has been inextricably drawn. 
 
So what is it about Halloween, and the horror genre, that it garners such a bad 
rap, and is often rejected as an acceptable form of cinema by many Christians?  I 
think it boils down to three things: 
 

1. Graphic depictions of sex and violence 
2. Their “horrifying” nature (they are meant to scare) 
3. The perceived darkness of these films 

 
Yet, while I would not suggest that families sit down together to watch any and 
every horror movie (there are a lot of shlock horror films, and a need for 
discretion), I do think there are some important things to be gleamed from the 
genre, and a film like Halloween. 
 
Perhaps like no other genre, the horror movie forces us to consider our own 
mortality.  Whereas romantic comedies and blockbuster action flicks can lead us 



think that anything is possible and we’re invincible, horror brings us back to the 
reality that death is real and can claim even those who are seemingly 
untouchable: the young, the strong, and the intelligent.  Uncomfortable as it may 
be, we must face our fear.  As the harbinger of doom, Dr. Loomis declares, 
“Death has come to your little town, Sheriff.” 
 
In Halloween, three high school girls, whose lives revolve around boys, 
homework, and babysitting, are stalked and killed by a knife-wielding 
psychopath, who is the epitome of evil.  Again, Dr. Loomis explains: What’s 
living behind those eyes is purely, and simply, evil.  Horror movies force us to 
face the fact that evil exists.  People can, and do, do terrible things.  And, yet, as 
Christians, we recognize that the greatest evils are not physical, but spiritual. 
 The devil prowls about, like a lion seeking someone to devour, and we must be 
on guard against him and his schemes. 
 
Finally, we are given a powerful illustration of deliverance.  In a fallen world, one 
in which a murderous madman has killed her friends and has his sights set on 
her, Laurie is delivered from evil by the heroics of Dr. Loomis.  In the grips of 
death, she is saved and the evil one is defeated.  This is a frequent theme in 
horror and it points to the greater deliverance from evil that we receive through 
the person and work of Christ.  He has defeated Satan–in the wilderness, at the 
cross, and through the tomb–and released the stranglehold he once held on our 
lives.  We have been set free, and though the devil is still there (much like the 
Shape, as we find out at the end of the movie), he has been bound, and we can 
resist him because we are more than conquerors in Christ. 
 
“Was it the boogeyman?” 
“As a matter of fact, it was.” 
 
Halloween is a great film.  Not simply a great horror film, but a great film, period. 
 It is one of John Carpenter’s best.  With sympathetic characters, a frightful 
villain, and its themes of fear, death & evil, and deliverance, Halloween shows us 
that horror can be a powerful visual expression of some of the darkest (and in the 
end, most hopeful) truths of Scripture. 
 
With that, I simply wish you a Happy Halloween. . . 


