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Okay, I promise that I will do more recent (perhaps, well known) films in the 
future… 
 
Or not. 
 
I find it fun and refreshing to go back and examine older films and, maybe, 
introduce a new audience to them.  So, maybe we’ll look at newer films in the 
new year, maybe not. 
 
Today, however, is a post dedicated to Westerns.  And not just any Westerns, 
but Italian Westerns (popularly known as Spaghetti Westerns).  And not just any 
Italian Western, but Once Upon A Time In The West, a classic of the genre, 
directed by Sergio Leone. 
 
There is much that could be explored, from the use of sound and the hauntingly 
beautiful score (by the legendary Ennio Morricone), the contrast between these 
films and American Westerns, or the cast of characters themselves.  However, 
the theme I want to explore with Once Upon A Time In The West is that 
of justice. 
 
Once Upon A Time In The West is a story of wrongs being righted, restoration 
and the vanquishing of evil.  In essence, justice being done.  We are introduced 
to three men–Harmonica, Frank, and Cheyenne–and one woman–Jill McBain–
whose lives come together around Flagstone, around two conflicts: a land battle 
surrounding the building of a railroad, and a quest for vengeance. 
 
Yet, one could just as easily understand the plot as revolving (no pun intended) 
around a single injustice: the murder of innocents.  Brett McBain, and his entire 
family (apart from Jill, who arrives just after the massacre), are gunned down by 
Frank solely for the purposes of the railroad, which needs McBain’s land.  In an 
effort to right this wrong, Harmonica and Cheyenne combine forces to buy the 



land at auction, and build a town on the site (Sweetwater), which enables Jill to 
retain possession of the property (making her a wealthy woman).  Justice 
prevails as this former prostitute, and recent widow, is given a new start in the 
West, and the railroad men do not reap the rewards of their wick deeds. 
 
Similarly, Harmonica is also out for justice.  Years ago, when he was just a boy, 
Frank viciously murdered Harmonica’s brother, taking great enjoyment in it.  For 
Frank, its just one of many men (and women) he’s killed over the years. As 
mysterious as Harmonica may be, and as morally ambiguous of a bandit as 
Cheyenne may be, Frank is clearly the epitome of evil and injustice. And in one 
of the most well-crafted showdowns in film history, Harmonica and Frank face off. 
 Harmonica kills Frank, ending the man’s reign of murder and vindicating his 
brother’s death. 
 
Once Upon A Time In The West pulls back the romantic veneer of the West and 
shows it for what it really was: not only a place of hope, beauty, and adventure, 
but also one of violence, injustice, and danger.  It was a place where happy 
endings weren’t always the case. 
 
Yet, this movie (and many other Italian Westerns) also upholds a sense of 
justice; even when the law fails to deliver it, justice can still prevail.  Evil may win 
the battle, but not the war.  The atrocities of Frank, and the wrongs of the 
railroad, are righted by Harmonica’s gun and the building of Sweetwater. 
 
Similarly, we do not inhabit a perfect world; a world in which everyone gets their 
happy ending.  Sometimes evil and injustice win.  We look around at all that is 
happening, and wonder if justice will ever prevail. Yet, the Scriptures promise 
that it will; the wrongs will be made right, evil will be vanquished, death no more, 
and all things made new. 
 
As I write this, we are in the season of Christmas, a time in which we celebrate 
the fact that God incarnate–Jesus Christ–dwelt among us and through his life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension, ushered in the Kingdom of God, and the 
establishment of justice; now in part, but one day in full.  In his life, many were 
healed.  In his death, the wrath of God against sin was satisfied for His people. 
 In his resurrection, death and the devil were defeated.  Finally, in his ascension, 



Christ took up his rightful reign over all things, progressively advancing his rule 
over the hearts and minds of people around the world. 
 
And this is simply what has already been done, not to mention what is yet to 
come! 
 
We are also reminded of the fact that God has ordained to use us as instruments 
of justice.  We are his workmanship in Christ, and the means by which God rights 
the wrongs of our communities; not through the use of a six-shooter, but by way 
of mercy, grace, and loving concern for the places where God has planted us. 
 Perhaps this is an opportunity for you to consider how you might be an 
instrument of justice in your own community, righting wrongs as we await the 
return of the One who will one day fulfill this work. 
 


