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Engaging in Important Issues 
Faith. Vocation. Sexuality. Immigration. Creation Care. These are a number of the issues that we are 
discussing with students, faculty, and staff this spring.  It is one of the joys of our ministry, as we recognize 
that all areas of life are under the lordship of Jesus Christ, and as citizens of the Kingdom, we are called to 
engage them in ways that reflect the goodness, truth and 
grace of our King.   

Last week, we hosted our annual spring lecture entitled, 
Vocation.  We invited Jenny Jessup, a mobilization 
specialist for the non-profit ELIC (English Language 
Institute/China), and Prof. Mark Osler, a former federal 
prosecutor and legal scholar teaching at the University of 
St. Thomas, to speak on the topic of vocation (calling) and 
its relationship to their faith in Christ.  Forty students and 
faculty members came out for the discussion, and it was 
well received from all who attended.  Below are a few of 

the reactions: 

“The presentations were so impacting on a personal level and it was 
beneficial to both my academic and personal life.” 
-Mwape, Graduate Student in Horticulture 

“I found both speakers’ stories very intriguing. Jenny’s passion for what 
she does is so inspiring.” 
-Lindsay, Undergraduate in Pre-Bio/Medical and Illustrations 

“Very practical and outward focused. I appreciated Mark’s genuine 
search [for his calling] and humble way of doing big things.” 
-Deliana, Postdoc RA in Agronomy 

In addition to our lecture, we are studying the Parables with our undergraduate students this semester, 
considering what Jesus reveals about love, life, and the Kingdom of God through them.  We’re also taking 
time one Sunday each month to have an honest conversation on a different facet of human sexuality.  We 
hosted our first one this past Sunday on the topic of sex/gender. I was 
greatly encouraged by the over two hour discussion, as we covered 
God’s good intent for creating humanity male and female, and the 
implications our beliefs regarding sexuality have for various issues 
ranging from marriage and work, to science and popular culture. 

“We believe that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good 
and to seek the right…to stand by people in any form of suffering and 
need…standing where the Lord stands, namely against injustice and 
with the wronged; that in following Christ the church must witness 
against all the powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own 
interests and thus control and harm others. (Belhar Confession, 4.7-9)” 

This statement summarizes our desire as we love, serve, and share life with graduate students and their 
families from Iran who are a part of our dinner and Bible discussion group (co-hosted by Bridges Intl.).  They 
are struggling with the recent executive order and its impact on their lives (unable to leave, family unable to 
visit, colleagues detained at an airport).  Pray for change; pray for peace; and pray that they might embrace 
the hope of the gospel in the midst of their struggle.  
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