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A Month of Ideas 
“We all—whether naturalists, atheists, Buddhists, or Christians—
see the world through the grid of an interpretive framework—and 
ultimately this interpretive framework is religious in nature.” 
-James K.A. Smith 
 
Ideas are important.  How we imagine the world and our role in it can have a 
significant influence on our lives.  February comes with several great 
opportunities for us to bless the university through both the annual Veritas 
Forum and Areopagus Lecture.  These events present various aspects of the 
Christian worldview, engaging the university on important issues of life and 
culture, and challenges faculty and students to live differently for the common 
good.   
 
This year’s Veritas Forum takes a new 
shape, with two lectures being 
delivered by Dr. Alex Tuckness, 
Professor of Political Science at Iowa 
State University.  The focus of the 
Forum is the issue of justice.  In his 
first lecture, Dr. Tuckness addressed 
an audience of about 150, resolving 
common problems 
(misunderstandings) surrounding 
Christian views of justice, and the injustices surrounding American prisons.  
In his second lecture, he will examine how we balance toleration and mercy 
in our exercising of justice in a broken world.   
 

On February 18th, Areopagus will host its 
annual lecture.  Re-Enchanting the Academy: 
The All But Forgotten (Christian) Virtue of 
Delight is the title of a lecture that will be 
delivered by Dr. Kevin Corcoran, Professor of 
Philosophy at Calvin College.  In this lecture, 
Dr. Corcoran will challenge students and 
faculty to consider what it looks like to live as 
prisms of delight and gratitude, and the 
potential impact this could have for life at the 
university. Pray with us that this event might 
draw in many faculty and staff, as well as 
many curious students who will go on to live, 

work, and play all around our country and throughout the world.   
 
Finally, pray for me as I will be giving a talk for leaders in the Iowa State 
University Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) on same-sex attraction, 
drawing on biblical and theological resources, as well as my own 
experience/relationship with my same-sex attracted father.  I hope this talk 
may help these leaders to be faithful to God and His Word, and loving and 
gracious those around them in the university community.   

  

One-on-One Meetings & 
Faculty Discussions 

This semester, I have spent 
more time meeting one-on-
one with students who, even 
though they cannot make it 
to our Bible studies, have a 
desire to continue to grow in 
their understanding of 
Scripture and its implications 
for all facets of life.  In 
addition to our regular Bible 
studies, I meet with four other 
students to discuss passages 
of Scripture that address 
major themes in the 
Heidelberg Catechism.   

In addition to this, I have 
been greatly encouraged by 
my involvement with the 
Christian Faculty and Staff 
group (helping them plan the 
Veritas Forum and continue a 
faculty Bible study) and our 
new faculty, staff, and grad 
student discussion group.  This 
semester, I have regularly met 
with ISU faculty members 
from Trinity CRC to discuss 
Peter Leithart’s book, 
Between Babel and Beast: 
America and Empires in 
Biblical Perspective.  Please 
pray that faculty and staff 
from outside our 
congregation, as well as new 
grad students would join us as 
we move forward with this 
aspect of our ministry.  
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