
  

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

• The hearts and minds 

of our students as they 

return home for the 

summer; that they 

would grow in their 

faith and glorify God in 

summer jobs, time off, 

etc. 

• Tyler’s summer travels 

to various local 

churches, and the 

CRCMA Conference in 

Chicago 

• Planning and writing 

Bible study curriculum 

for the upcoming 

school year 

• Wisdom in finding 

ways to engage 

faculty on campus, as 

well as connecting 

students to the life of 

Trinity CRC 

Email: director@isu-areopagus.org 
Web: isu-areopagus.org 

Phone: 309.840.2365 
Office: Areopagus c/o Trinity CRC— 3626 Ontario St. Ames, IA 50014 

Endings and Beginnings 
Our weekly Bible study finished last week, and the semester will be ending 
soon.  Yes, another year of ministry at Iowa State is winding down.  And yet, 
it is just the beginning of my involvement with the ministry, as the new 
director of Areopagus.   

I wanted to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself.  My name is Tyler 
Helfers.  My wife, Christina, and I come 
to Ames from Central Illinois, where I 
was on internship with a church while 
working on a Master’s degree in 
Biblical Studies from Birmingham 
Theological Seminary.  I earned a B.A. 
from St. Cloud State University, hold a 
Certificate in Biblical Studies from 
Western Seminary, and, in the past, 
worked with Campus Crusade for 
Christ. 

Moving to Ames at the beginning of April has proved to be a great 
blessing.  It has allowed me to connect with the students currently involved 
with Areopagus, as well as to ease into this new role by working with Naomi 
Friend (who has done a great job in leading during the interim period 
between the former director, Justin Struik, and myself).   In addition to this, 
I’ve had the opportunity to meet with 5 new students who have expressed 
interest in being a part of 
Areopagus, and connecting with 
Trinity next Fall.  I’m both eager 
and excited to see how God is 
going to work, moving 
Areopagus forward in its efforts to 
reflect the relevance of the 
Gospel and Reformed Christian 
worldview to the world of higher 
education (for us, ISU), and in the 
lives of the students and faculty 
who study and work there.                 Students & Trinity members helping with “Stash 
                                                                                                                 the Trash” 
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                                                         My desire is to continue many of the great things Areopagus has been 
doing—weekly Bible study, Food @ First, community cleanup, Veritas—but also to strengthen the students’ 
connection with the local church, more intentionally engage with the faculty of ISU, as well as reach out to 
the large international student population on campus.  

I’ve listed a few items in the sidebar that you can be praying about for us this summer.  Thanks 
again for your prayer and support through another school year! 


