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The Sure Hope of the Gospel 

“Hope is a dangerous thing,” explains Red in The Shawshank Redemption, “Hope can drive a 
man crazy.” Hope.  We look for it in everything: the self, others, the government, and even sports 
teams.  And, yet, so many people live hopeless lives.  Lives hardened by disappointment, and 
recognized by the chief mark of cynicism.  But as Christians, we have a sure hope in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ, who lived a perfect life of obedience on our behalf, died an atoning 
death on the cross, and proved his victory over sin, death, and the devil in the resurrection. And 
one day, Christ will return to consummate the kingdom, bringing the work that God is doing, even 
now, to completion.  That is our hope. 

In our Tuesday night Bible studies, we have been discussing some tough books—Lamentations 
and Ecclesiastes—that require us to remember this hope in the midst of pain and suffering, as well 
as in the work we’ve been given each of our days under the sun. We had some good discussions 
about what it looks like to grieve well, care for those in need, and labor in our respective 
vocations to the glory of God.  Pray for us as we finish the semester looking at love and sexuality 
in the Song of Solomon, and a beautiful expression of redemption in Ruth.   

Witness to the Nations 

At Iowa State there are over 3,500 international students, as well 
as other scholars and their spouses.  This fall, Areopagus has 
begun to work with Bridges International and ISU in hosting 
Coffee, Tea, and English (a conversational English program for 
internationals).  Through this, I have had the opportunity to meet 
Yoshi. He is a teacher from Japan, visiting with a group of 
teachers to improve their English speaking/teaching abilities.  
Since we first met a month ago, Yoshi and I have been regularly 

meeting on Mondays for coffee and discussion about Christianity.  It has been an amazing 
opportunity for me to build a friendship with this kind man, as well as tell him of the hope I have in 
Christ.  Please pray with me that Yoshi would come to 
faith in Christ, and become a great witness to his peers 
and students in Japan.    

Casting Vision for Mercy Ministry 

Last week, I took two students (Ross & Evan) to 
Indianapolis for the annual RSI Conference.  This year, the 
focus was on mercy ministry, and the plenary speakers 
were Dr. Philip Ryken and Dr. David Apple.  They spoke about the theology undergirding mercy 
ministry, and challenged us to consider anew how God may be calling us to serve the poor, 
needy, sick, marginalized, and imprisoned. It was a great opportunity for these two students, and 
will hopefully bear fruit now and wherever God leads them in the future. -Tyler Helfers (Director) 
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