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         Kicking Off A New Year At Iowa State! 
Only a week into the new semester and 
we’ve already hit the ground running: 
game nights, tabling, moving students in, 
and, of course, our annual kick-off party.  
This week has provided numerous 
opportunities to welcome returning 
students back to campus, as well as get to 
know new students arriving for the first 
time.  

God is at work growing the Areopagus community deeper and wider.  We have 
more than a dozen university students participating in worship at Trinity CRC, and 
an equal number planning to join one of our two book studies.  Additionally, we 
hosted our largest kick-off party to date last Sunday evening.  It was a fun night of 
tasty bacon treats—including cheesy bacon bombs, bacon wrapped jalapeno 
poppers, and chocolate covered bacon—games, and a Kevin Bacon movie.   

After Labor Day, we will begin all our regular 
ministry activities, including our faculty and 
graduate student discussion group, Commons 
Conversations (a drop-in conversation about 
important issues and their relationship to the 
Christian worldview), and our two book studies 
on Dr. James K.A. Smith’s book, You Are 
What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit.  
Below is an excerpt from my blog at the 
Areopagus website (www.isu-areopagus.org) 

with my hopes for our students during this study: 
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“One of the things we are doing this fall is studying James K.A. Smith's book, You Are What You Love, a book that 
challenges us to "recognize the formative power of culture and the transformative possibilities of Christian practice."  My 

prayer is that it might lead us towards being a more formative ministry at Iowa State University, instilling a new vision 
within our students and bringing about a greater influence on the wider campus.  It will not be easy, and it will not always 
be "fun," but the results of such discipleship can be deep, transformative, and long-lasting as we are further conformed to 

the image of Christ and reoriented in heart, mind, and body towards pursuing the glorious Kingdom of God.” 

Please pray with us as this new year of ministry begins.  Pray that God might be glorified—and student and 
faculty transformed—by our book studies, and discussion groups, as well as for our international outreach 
Bible study, volunteer opportunities, and the preparations for our spring lecture event.    

Tyler Helfers (Director of Ministry) 
www.isu-areopagus.org / 515.518.6072 / director@isu-areopagus.org  
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