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“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and 
sowed in his field.  It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger 
than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 
and make nests in its branches.” 
-Matthew 13:31-32 
 
J.H. Bavinck writes in his book, Between the Beginning and the End:  

 
It is extremely unfortunate that the concept of the kingdom of heaven or 
the kingdom of God has escaped our dogmatic reflection and is paid scant 
attention in our Christian life. That is why we find it very difficult to read the 
Good News with that wonderful suspense that comes from seeing it 
against the backdrop of the overwhelming reality of the kingdom of God 
(p. 45).” 

 
The kingdom of God has been in the forefront of my thoughts as of late.  I have 
been having conversations about it with family.  I have been discussing it with 
students on campus.  And I have been contemplating the way it provokes us to 
engage the world around us. 
 
Yet, for the most part, I feel that I am in the minority.  Bring up the kingdom of 
God and the hairs on people’s neck bristle.  Conservative Christians brace 
themselves for the impending wave of social gospel rhetoric, and liberal 
Christians bemoan the theological/hermeneutical gymnastics of those who 
retreat into their churches and rebuke society.  There is much in Scripture about 
the kingdom of God–and not simply in the New Testament–and it has a lot to say 
about what God has done, is doing, and will do. 
 
In fact, returning to Jesus’ words in Matthew 13, the kingdom of God should give 
us confidence as we pursue: 1. Personal holiness; 2. The growth of the Church; 
and 3. Societal Transformation.  As we grow in our knowledge and 



understanding of the glorious grace of God revealed in Christ, we should be 
moved to a greater personal desire to submit ourselves to the reign of our king. 
Or, to put it in covenantal terms, we should have a renewed passion–borne of 
gratitude and grace–for living according to the new covenant law, summarized by 
the statement, “love the Lord, your God, and your neighbor as yourself,” and 
expanded upon in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (which mirrors Moses’ initial 
delivering of the law in the Ten Commandments to the Israelites at Sinai).  We 
should desire to be morally upright, to proclaim the good news of Christ and his 
kingdom, and pursue transformation in our society that serves the common good 
and human flourishing.  The kingdom of God is all-encompassing, as nothing lies 
outside the bounds of Christ’s rule. As the parable makes clear, the seed grows 
into a sapling, which grows into a mighty tree in which the birds of the air come to 
rest. 
 
However, this parable, and the reality of the kingdom of God gives us more than 
confidence to act.  It also provides us with assurance and undergirds our 
persevering in the midst of persecution, resistance, and failure .  Inevitably, there 
will be people who will find our message repugnant; those who spew words 
whose meanings have been hollowed out by our culture: intolerant, bigoted, 
exclusive, and ignorant.  Christ tells us there will be those who hate us.  And 
there will be resistance to change, both in the church and the wider society. 
When the color of carpet in a meeting room is enough to cause a local church to 
split, to boldly tell believers to engage in witnessing to their communities–in both 
word and deed–in new ways that are uncomfortable or different that in the “old 
days”, there will those who resist.  Likewise, as we seek to pursue change in the 
office, school, or neighborhood for the common good, there will obstacles: 
apathy/indifference, financial burdens, lack of manpower, etc.  Finally, we will see 
failure.  Not everything we do will spark revival, growth, and transformation.  We 
will, in the flesh, fall into sin and fail to meet the calling of our Lord and Savior. 
 
But Jesus’ words leave little doubt in our mind: the seed will grow, and the 
resulting tree will be greater than all the other plants and such that it will draw all 
peoples to itself.  Returning to Bavinck, we find that in Jesus’ incarnation that the 
Kingdom of God has come near: 
 



Wherever Jesus comes, the demons flee, the fever subsides, the sea 
becomes calm, and the storm obeys.  The kingdom of God has come 
near, and leprosy retreats, the blind open their eyes in utter 
amazement, the lame start to leap in spontaneous enthusiasm, and 
the dead rise from their graves.  Indeed, the kingdom of God is near. 
 All those shattering, destructive, depressing, and disruptive forces 
now dominating the universe fly away in despair and anguish as 
soon as the king appears…[All these] serve as proof that God will 
not surrender this terrible world to the powers of decay at work in it, 
but that the great day in which he himself will gather up his world 
into a harmonious symphony of adoration has begun. 
 

Can you hear the music? It is a song of great assurance.  Christ has begun the 
kingdom work in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension, and continues that 
work through to today, in and through the church; through you and through 
me. Yes, the kingdom of God and the reign of Christ has entered into the world. 
 He is at work extending his kingdom to the far reaches of the earth, in all 
aspects of life, bringing change and renewal to all things! 
 
But there is a tension that exists–good and evil, beauty and ugliness, 
righteousness and injustice, joy and despair, peace and chaos–and it is in that 
tension that we serve by the power of Spirit, drawing motivation from, and having 
great assurance in, the truths of the kingdom of God and our great king, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.   As Paul writes at the end of 1 Corinthians, “Thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. (1 Cor. 15:57-58)” For one day, 
he will return, he will put death to death, consummate the kingdom, and bring the 
great symphony to its crescendo! 
 
It is a wondrous and exciting thing!  So, how will you endeavor to make the 
invisible reign of Christ visible in your life?  In your community? In your 
workplace?  However you go about it, just remember: the mustard seed–the 
kingdom of God–is growing.   
 


