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“Election,” declares the Canons of Dort, “is God’s unchangeable purpose by 
which he did the following: Before the foundation of the world, by sheer grace, 
according to the free good pleasure of his will, God chose in Christ to salvation a 
definite number of particular people out of the entire human race, which had 
fallen by its own fault from its original innocence into sin and ruin…And so God 
decreed to give to Christ those chosen for salvation, and to call and draw them 
effectively into Christ’s fellowship through the Word and Spirit.  In other words, 
God decreed to grant them true faith in Christ, to justify them, to sanctify them, 
and finally, after powerfully preserving them in the fellowship of the Son, to glorify 
them.” 
 
I have oft heard various objections to this articulation of the doctrine of election 
(the “U” in the dreaded TULIP).  Shouts of unfairness, capriciousness, 
randomness, and contradiction.  There is much that people have said, do say, 
and probably will continue to say, in their hostility towards this teaching.  And yet, 
despite all the jeers and pessimism, I find the Reformed perspective on the 
doctrine of election to be one of the most encouraging, comforting, and 
inspirational teachings we find in the pages of Scripture. 
 
The reason?   The amazing promise it conveys to us regarding the work of 
ministry to those around us.  The doctrine of election reminds us that in order to 
demonstrate his mercy and grace (not to mention the good pleasure of his will), 
God chose in Christ to salvation “a definite number of particular people.”  The 
ramifications of this truth are tremendous. 
 
1. We cannot fail in our faithful execution of the work, given us by God, to 
minister to others 
 
Whether its in leading our neighbor to faith in Christ, teaching children in Sunday 
school, mentoring a new believer, or encouraging a dying saint with the promises 
of God’s Word, we are serving as the instruments by which God fulfills his decree 



to “grant them [the elect] true faith in Christ, to justify them, to sanctify them, and 
finally, after powerfully preserving them…to glorify them.”  This should bring joy 
to us as we go about the ministry given to us for the building up of the Church. 
 
2. We can confidently go to the ends of the earth with the message of the 
Gospel 
 
In John 10, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd.  I know my own and my own 
know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my 
life for the sheep.  And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice.  So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.” There is certainty in these words.  They will listen to my voice. 
 Elsewhere, Jesus similarly states that all the Father gives him will come to him. 
We can go to the ends of the earth with the Gospel, knowing that those whom 
God has elected will repent and believe. The missionary should be emboldened 
by the promise of God that He has chosen people from all tongues, tribes, and 
nations, and, according to his will, God will draw them to faith.  What an amazing 
motivation to go to those who have not yet heard the glorious good news of 
Jesus Christ! 
 
3. We can personally be assured of the great love of God towards us in 
Christ based on our own election 
 
What can be more assuring than knowing that apart from anything good or bad 
that you have done–before the foundations of the earth–God chose, in Christ, to 
lavish upon you his mercy and grace; liberate you from the bonds of sin and 
death; adopt you has his child and declare you as a righteous heir of all the 
riches of the kingdom?  Not only this, but there is great assurance, again, in 
seeing the chain extending forth from or election: justification, sanctification, and 
glorification.  As Paul writes in Romans: 
 

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?  It is God who justifies. 
 Who is to condemn?  Christ Jesus is the one who died–more than that, 
who was raised–who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?..[Nothing] will 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 
If this does not tell you that you are loved, and that the mercy and grace of God 
are assured to you in Christ Jesus, I don’t now what will! 
So there you have it.  Though we may not fully know God’s purposes, how 
election works, or why the Lord chooses as he does, we do have enough to 
encourage, comfort, and inspire us as we walk by faith, fulfill the good works 
prepared for us by God, and work out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
 Election is good and glorious; it is beautiful.  Amen. 
 


