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Dr. Michael Horton.  WSCAL professor.  Theologian.  Pastor.  Author.  Radio 
Host.  There is little that Michael Horton has not engaged in when it comes to the 
biblical and theological world.  And while I would contend that everyone should 
take some time to explore and engage Dr. Horton’s work, here are three reasons 
why university students in particular should seek to do so: 
 
1. His pulse on contemporary Christian culture 
Dr. Horton’s book, Christless Christianity, is an example of how contemporary 
Christian culture (particularly in the U.S) has gone off the rails.  In the book, 
Horton shows how many churches have been taken captive by such things as 
consumerism, pragmatism, and self-sufficiency. We live in a place and time in 
which the gospel is often seen as a means to an end (personal transformation), 
the church as a place to entertain and give advice for your best life now, and 
Christians as conservative Republicans crying out against the persecution of a 
liberal society. There has been a breakdown in understanding what we 
(Christians) believe, why we believe it, and what it leads us to do. 

 
Many college students can resonate with the things Dr. Horton brings up 
in Christless Christianity, his other books, or on his radio program, The White 
Horse Inn.  In reading Dr. Horton’s work, they can be affirmed in their diagnosis 
that something isn’t right, but also directed to the solution: a theologically robust 
faith centered on the undiluted gospel of salvation in Christ Jesus. In keeping in 
tune with the current Christian culture, Dr. Horton helpfully traces out the logical 
ends to which faulty beliefs lead, but he does one more: he points to ways to 
reform and pursue “a better way.” 

 
2. Passion for the church and the recovery of the ordinary “means of 
grace” 
Closely connected with the first point is Dr. Horton’s passion for the church and 
the recovery of the ordinary “means of grace.”  As a result of individualism and 
self-sufficiency, many have lost sense of the importance of the local church.  Me 



and Jesus, is a common refrain, and is particularly evident among university 
students who identify as Christians, may be involved in campus ministries, but 
have no ties to the local church.  For those of us in confessional churches, I 
would argue that many of our young people do not understand what our own 
documents say in relation to these things. 
 
Dr. Horton desires to point Christians to the communal nature of our faith 
(intergenerational), and the way in which the God-ordained means of grace–
preaching, baptism, and communion–are crucial for growing in our faith and 
witness to others.  They are not merely add-ons, traditions, or symbols, but 
rather, ordinary ways by which God communicates his extra-ordinary grace to us. 
 Whether one agrees with everything he proposes, Dr. Horton’s work, A Better 
Way, is a tremendous resource for developing one’s understanding of the role of 
the church and sacraments in the Christian life. 
 
3. The Christ-centeredness of his work 
One of the things that I have always been thankful for is Dr. Horton’s focus on the 
person and work of Christ.  In all that he says and writes, Christ is at the center. 
 He provides a great service to the church in his ability to flesh out the Old 
Testament people, events, and things in terms of the gospel of Christ.  I recently 
finished listening to a short series on The White Horse Inn in which Dr. Horton, 
along with others (Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, oh my!), discussed the theme 
of feasting in Scripture, ultimately pointing to the great feast to come in the 
consummated Kingdom of God.  It is then that we will recline at the table with 
Christ and all the saints, enjoying the choicest wine and richest foods, glorifying 
the good and gracious God who has delivered us from famine in the land.  Being 
comforted, encouraged, and provoked to love and good deeds by such Christ-
centered words cannot be understated. 
 
So, for these three reasons (and others that I do not have time to explore), I 
believe university students should know Dr. Michael Horton.  Below are a few 
book recommendations: 
 

1. Christless Christianity: The Alternative Gospel of the American Church 
2. A Better Way: Re-Discovering the Drama of God-Centered Worship 
3. Introducing Covenant Theology 



4. Putting Amazing Back Into Grace 
5. For Calvinism 

 


