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If you were to ask me who some of the people are who have been most 
influential in my biblical-theological development, I would, at some point, have to 
mention Vaughan Roberts. 
 
Vaughan Roberts is the rector of St. Ebbe’s Church in Oxford, England, and 
heads up the advisory committee of The Proclamation Trust, and organization 
centered around promoting biblical expository preaching in the UK and abroad. 
 However, what has had the greatest impact on me has been his writings, and 
the path of biblical theology he has helped lead me down.  In fact, one of the first 
books I read as a young Christian was a copy of God’s Big Picture, in which he 
traces the overarching storyline–that of the kingdom of God–throughout the 
whole of the Bible. 
 
Following in the line of biblical theologians like Graeme Goldsworthy, Roberts 
states: 
 

There is an important warning that must be heard.  Any unifying theme 
that is used to help us to see how the Bible fits together must arise out of 
Scripture itself, rather than being imposed upon it; and it must be broad 
enough to allow each part to make its own distinct contribution.  The 
theme of the kingdom of God satisfies both requirements. 

 
Roberts weds his understanding of the kingdom of God–God’s people in God’s 
place under God’s rule and blessing–to a reformed covenantal approach to 
Scripture, explaining that “covenant promises are kingdom promises.”  Tracing 
this theme from creation to fall and through the history of Israel in the OT, 
Roberts eventually leads to the person and work of Jesus Christ (redemption). 
 He is the one who fulfills the covenant requirements, merits the covenant 
promises, and ushers in the kingdom of God.  This is the good news, the gospel, 
for all those who would trust in Christ.  It is this good news, this king, this 



kingdom that we now proclaim, and long for its promised perfection 
(consummation). 
 
Why university students should know Vaughan Roberts is because of the way in 
which he, as few men or women can, clearly and concisely communicates the 
truth of Scripture in his writings.  I recommend God’s Big Picture to anyone 
wanting to understand the progressive nature of God’s unfolding redemptive plan 
as revealed in the biblical text.  Studying this book, as well as his works on 1 
Corinthians and friendship, will cultivate a strong understanding of Scripture, as 
well as culture and the communion of the saints. 
 
But there is one other reason that university students should know Vaughan 
Roberts, a reason that leads us to Sam Allberry. 
 
Both Sam Allberry and Vaughan Roberts–two men who serve the Lord as 
ministers in the Anglican church–experience same-sex attraction (SSA). They 
are unified on their understanding of what Scripture teaches regarding SSA (that 
it is sinful to act on and outside the bounds of what God has ordained with regard 
to sex), and live healthy, fruitful lives as celibate men.  However, two things these 
men have taught me stand out as particularly helpful with regard to the issue of 
SSA: 
 
1. Brokenness 
Something that both men try to communicate is that we are all sexually broken as 
a result of sin.  SSA is not the only form of brokenness when it comes to our 
sexuality, but merely one expression of that brokenness. It is something that we 
all, as Christians, seek to bring into conformity to the will of God.   
 
2. Identity 
They intentionally use the terminology of SSA because, in their minds, and the 
culture in which they live, this issue has turned into an identity issue: how one 
feels determines who one is.  By putting our sexuality at the core of who we are, 
we set our feelings above and beyond whatever God may be revealing to us in 
Scripture. Therefore, Sam and Vaughan stress finding one’s identity in Christ, 
and letting everything else fall into place below this (something we could all stand 
to do on any number of issues). 



Sam has spoken on numerous occasions about coming to understand his 
feelings towards other men, his faith journey, and understanding of the Bible 
concerning this issue, and has written a helpful little book entitled, Is God Anti-
Gay?  In addition to this, both men have contributed to a website on our 
resources page: Living Out.  It is a website dedicated to exploring the issue of 
SSA (one that has both encouraged and challenged me) and I highly recommend 
university students, local church leaders, and those who may be experiencing 
SSA to check it out.  
 


