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Vos.  Geerhardus Vos, that is.  The Dutch immigrant, scholar, and Princeton 
Seminary professor, as well as the author of numerous works, including, Biblical 
Theology: Old and New Testaments.  This work is the culmination of his studies 
and work as a theologian. 
 
Biblical Theology is defined by Vos as “that branch of Exegetical Theology which 
deals with the process of the self-revelation of God deposited in the Bible.”  What 
follows are three reasons why university students should take time to read this 
work, and study Biblical Theology more broadly: 
 
1. Biblical Theology forces us to better understand and appreciate the 
content of the Old Testament 
 
God’s self-disclosure is progressive, and yet, always perfect.  Thus, we must 
view the Old and New Testaments as a perfect whole, gradually revealing God 
and His works for the good of his people throughout history.  While many ignore, 
reject, or feel embarrassed of the Old Testament, Biblical Theology allows us to 
see its purpose in God’s redemptive plan, and, therefore, allows us to grow and 
gain insight from these books of the Canon.  This is crucial for healthy, insightful, 
discussion with faculty and students who dismiss the Bible (but primarily the OT), 
as well as others who merely want to pick and choose the good and right parts of 
the Biblical text. 
 
2. Biblical Theology balances the objective and subjective aspects of our 
faith 
 
Biblical Theology forces us to reconcile the objective truths of what and how God 
has worked through redemptive history, and the subjective experience of that 
work in our individual lives.  In this postmodern, subjective age, where the mantra 
“true for you, but not for me,” reigns supreme,  it can be shocking to assert 



objective truths/facts.  And yet, this is an important, necessary element of our 
faith. 
 
It is a great asset for students (as well as all believers) to be able to balance 
these two in life and conversation with others.  Many people at the university 
need to be confronted by the objective nature of the Christian truth claims, and, 
yet, many others need to experience the goodness and love of God in a personal 
way.  Biblical theology reminds us of this, and encourages us to pursue both. 
 
3. Biblical Theology stimulates the intellect, but also leads to “practical 
adaptability” to everyday life 
 
The study of Biblical Theology can be an academic one, but as Vos points out, it 
is not merely to stimulate our mind, but lead us into “full-orbed” religion (response 
to God).  We are a people in covenant relationship to God, the nature of which 
has been progressively revealed to us in the Biblical text, and through our study 
of this, we should act accordingly.  Biblical Theology helps provide the framework 
for the way in which our works serve to accomplish God’s plans.  Our knowledge 
of God, His Word to us, and calling for us, flow out in actions of love for Him and 
others. 
 
Much of what is done in the university classroom focuses on the transmission of 
information and ideas from professor to student, but what is lacking is the 
practical application of these things to everyday life and an understanding of how 
they all fit together, fulfilling our created purpose.  Biblical Theology enables us to 
understand such information within the context of redemptive history, and allows 
us to apply the ideas and skills being taught to accomplishing God’s work–the 
glorifying of His name and human flourishing. 
  
So much more could be written on the subject–on the biography of Vos, and its 
relationship to contemporary culture and university life–but this should serve as a 
helpful introduction, and hopefully a whetting of your appetite for Vos and more 
Biblical Theology. 
 


